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Title:  The Necessity of Holiness (DD-6)

Purpose: To motivate the hearers to hold fast the essential Christian teaching of the necessity of holiness.

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines, we are presently considering the essential Christian distinctives. And already we have already considered 5 : 1) the Principle of Authority 2) the Trinity 3) God’s work of Creation and Providence 4) the Person and Work of Jesus 5) Salvation apart from personal merit or justification by faith alone. Now we move to consider another essential Christian teaching – the Necessity of Holiness

SECTION 6: THE NECESSITY OF HOLINESS

In dealing with this subject we will have 5 headings: 1) An Explication of the Doctrine 2) The Proof of the Doctrine 3) The Main Objections Against the Doctrine 4) The Proof of the Essentially of the Doctrine 5) Some Conclusion Exhortations Based Upon our Study.

I. THE EXPLICATION OF THE DOCTRINE

A. Last week, we have seen that salvation is apart from our own personal merit. We can never merit eternal life through our obedience to the law or by seeking to live a life of holiness. NEVER!!!.  Eternal life is a free gift from God through Jesus Christ our Lord. It is not something we can earn or merit by our works. It is something that is ours only through the merits of Christ received through faith alone.

B. Now once we grasped that glorious and essential biblical teaching, then our sinful hearts and devil will be quick to push us to make an unbiblical deduction from that biblical teaching. “ If salvation is apart from my own personal merit but alone through faith in Christ’s perfect merit, then obedience or holiness is optional. Its is not necessary. It may be something that might give me regards in heaven but it is not necessary for my going into heaven.”

C. And among most professing evangelical Christians, this is the prevailing view.

1. A pastor was invited to preach in another church. And in introducing his message, he asked the congregation two simple questions: 1) “Who among you here believe that you are going into heaven?” And the hands of almost all, if not all, shoot up like rockets in the air. 2) “Who among you here are striving to live a life of holiness?” That time only a few hands were reluctantly raised up in the air. Only a few were serious about living a holy and godly life.

2. And if you were to ask an average professing evangelical church today, I think that the results would be similar. Because it is the view of so many today that holiness is optional. It is something one must have in order to have rewards in heaven, but it is not something that one needs in order to get to heaven.

D. However, this is not the teaching of the Bible. The Bible teaches the necessity of holiness. “No holiness. No heaven.”

II. THE PROOF OF THE DOCTRINE

A. The Witness of the Lord Jesus

1. Matthew 5:8…

a. The pure in heart are blessed because only the pure in heart will see God. See God in the sense of that beatific vision that inspires not dread but wonder, praise, and awe. Only the pure in heart will see God in that way.

b. And who are the pure in heart? They are those who are not indulging in sins, even the sins of the heart. They are those who are fighting against sins, even the sins in the heart. Ps 66:18: “ If I regard wickedness in the heart, the Lord will not hear”. Now the pure in heart are those who do not do that. They do not regard or esteem wickedness in the heart. They are fighting against sins, even the sins in the heart.

c. And according to Jesus, only these ones will see God.

2. Matthew 5:20…

a. Here the Lord Jesus is talking to His disciples. And yet He emphasizes that if their personal righteousness will not surpass the mere external and hypocritical righteousness of the Scribe and Pharisees, they will not only have no rewards in heaven, they will not even enter heaven.

b. Again, I don’t want you to think that Jesus here is teaching salvation by our own personal merits. We have seen last week that could not be what Jesus is teaching. Besides, even our best deed of righteousness, that exceeds that of the Scribe and Pharisee, is still so mixed with sins and imperfections that they are enough to even damn us in hell. But what the Lord is emphasizing the necessity of holiness of life that exceeds that shallow, external, and hypocritical holiness of the Scribes and Pharisees if we are ever to enter heaven. It cannot merit heaven, but it is necessary in order to get to heaven.

3. Matthew 7:23…

a. Jesus here is not teaching salvation by personal merit by doing the will of God the Father. For even our best efforts to do the will of God are so stained with imperfections that they can never merit heaven.

b. Nevertheless, the Lord Jesus here emphasizes that not all who acknowledges His Lordship will ever enter heaven. Those who will acknowledge His Lordship but who are not doing the will of His Father in heaven will not only have no rewards in heaven, they will not even enter heaven.

4. And the Lord expands on this further: Matthew 7:22-23…

a. Many are so convince that they should be with Christ in heaven that they will even argue with Christ on the Day of Judgment. “Lord, how can you do this to us. Did we not do this and that.” 

b. But what will the Lord do to them? He will still reject them. “ I never knew you, depart from Me, you who practice (what?) lawlessness.” These people are lawless. They are not been subject to laws and commandments of God and of Christ. They have not been striving to live a life of holiness and evangelical obedience. And they Lord will not owned them as His own on the Day of Judgment.

c. And what is so frightening about this is that Jesus says that this will be the lot of “Many”.

B. The Witness of Christ’s Apostles

1. Hebrews 12:14…

a. Remember that this exhortation is addressed to Christians. And yet what motivation does the writer used in order that they might pursue holiness? “without which no one will see the Lord.”

b. This is not to say that our holiness will merit us eternal life. No. It will not. And yet it is still necessary if we are to see the Lord.

2. Galatians 5:19-21…

a. Remember that Paul here is this letter is defending the gospel of justification by faith alone, or salvation apart from our own personal merit. 

b. And yet, right in the midst of defending that teaching, he also warns Christians that those who will continue to indulge or gratify the desires of the flesh will not inherit the kingdom of God. They will not only have no rewards in heaven, they will not even inherit the kingdom of heaven.

3. Galatians 6:7-9…

a. Apparently, there were those who were not only denying salvation apart from personal merit during the apostolic era, but also there were those who were denying the necessary of evangelical obedience or holiness of life. There were false teachers who were saying that you can indulge your sinful nature and still in the end reap eternal life.

b. But Paul says, “No. No.”  “Do not be deceived, God is not mock.” He who sows in the flesh will from the flesh reap corruption – those who will indulge the sinful nature will in the end be in that place where the worm does not die and the fire is not quench. But he who sows in the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

c. Remember again that Paul here is defending justification by faith alone, apart from personal merit. And yet he still insists upon the necessity of holiness. And for him there is no contradiction.

4. 1Corinthians 6:9-10…

a. Apparently, there were false teachers who were teaching that holiness of life is not necessary to inherit the kingdom of God. But Paul says, “Do not be deceived” – that is a lie. The unrighteous will not only have now rewards in heaven, they will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

b. And there are many other texts that teaches this very principle that you wonder why so many today do not really take these texts seriously.

III. THE OBJECTIONS RAISED AGAINST THE DOCTRINE

A. The Freeness of Eternal Life

1. “But does not the Bible teach that eternal life is a free gift?” Yes. It is not something we can ever merit by our holiness of life. But that does not mean that holiness of life is no longer necessary.

2. The text that beautifully summarizes this is Rom 6:22-23… What God has joined together let no man separate. 

a. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that necessity of holiness, but then they deny that salvation is apart from our own personal merits – they say we have to merit eternal life by our own efforts and holiness of life. But that is heresy. 

b. But then many professing evangelicals also say that since salvation is apart from our own personal merit, then holiness of life is not necessary. But that is also erroneous.

c. We have no right to separate what God has joined together. 

3. Illustrations:

a. Pilgrim’s Progress

· Among the things Christian received at the cross, he received a scroll. And the angel told him to keep it because that alone will give him the right to enter the gates of the celestial city. Without it, he can never enter. But that does not mean that Christian no longer needs to walk the narrow way that leads to the celestial city. No. He still has to walk the narrow way. Although only the scroll will ever him the right to enter the gates, he still must walk the narrow way in order to get to the celestial city.

· Now that is a picture of the Christian life. The scroll is like the perfect righteousness and merits of Christ. And we received that by faith in Christ alone. And that perfect righteousness and merit of Christ alone will give us the right to enter heaven. However, that does not mean that we no longer need to walk the narrow way of holiness in order to get to heaven. We must still walk. But when we reach heaven, only Christ’s perfect merits will give us a right to enter into heaven.

b. Free Ticket to A Musical Concert

· A person freely gives you a ticket. And that ticket alone will give you the right to enter and watch the concert. Without it, you can never enter and watch, no matter what you do. But that does not mean that you will go anymore to the place where the concert is being held. You still need to bring go there and watch.

· In a sense that is true of the Christian life. When you believe in Christ, God gives you a free ticket to heaven that was purchase with the blood of His own Son. And that ticket alone will give you a right to enter heaven, not else will. But that does not mean that you need not walk in holiness of life in order to get to heaven. You must live in holiness of life to get to the gates of heaven. And when you are at the gates, then you present only the perfect righteousness of Christ received through faith alone in order that you might be given entrance into heaven. 

4. “So are you saying that a Christian is left to himself to walk to heaven?” No. God will keep and enable His true people to walk on the way. Phil 2:12; Jer 32:40 (READ)

B. The Carnal Christian Teaching

1. And what is the Carnal Christian teaching? 

a. Three kinds of people – the natural man, the carnal man, and the spiritual man. The natural man is one who has not ‘accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior’. This person will certainly not go to heaven. The carnal man is one who has ‘accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savoir’ but whose life is still virtually unchanged. This person will definitely go to heaven but he will have no rewards in heaven. The spiritual man is one who has not only ‘accepted Christ as his personal Lord and Savior’ but also his one who is living a life of holiness. This person will not only be in heaven but he will also have rewards in heaven.

b. Diagram:







       The Natural Man
    The Carnal Man
       The Spiritual Man

c. Now the text that advocates used to support this teaching is 1Cor 2:14-3:4 

(READ).

2. However, if we study carefully this text of Scriptures, it does not really support this modern carnal Christian teaching.  teaching. 1Cor 3: 1-4…

a. Why did Paul call these Corinthian Christians carnal? 

· Negatively, not because they did not experience a radical transformation of life. 1Cor 6:9-11. So whatever Paul meant when he called them “carnal” earlier, it was not they did not undergo a radical transformation of life by the grace and power of God.

· Negatively, not because these Corinthian Christians were basically living for this life and not for the life to come. 1Cor 1:4-7.

b. So why then did Paul call these Corinthian Christians carnal? In the context, Paul gives two reasons.

· 1st, because they were unable to understand the more advance teachings of God’s word. 1Cor. 3: 2-3a  Cf Heb. 5:11-6:1a…

· 2nd, because they were guilty of personality cults. 1Cor. 3:3b-4… Was Paul an accurate and faithful minister of God’s word? Yes. Was Apollos an accurate and faithful minister of God’s word? Yes. So this issue should never have divided the Corinthian Christians. They should have recognized and owned them all as accurate and faithful minister of God’s word. But the problem with the Corinthian Christians is that even in this issue they were divided. They were guilty of personality cults. And that’s why Paul called them carnal.

· These two problems Paul mentions that made him call the Corinthian Christians as carnal are inter-related. If a Christian is not acquainted with Scriptures, then what basis will he have in either owning or rejecting a person who claims to be a minister of God? His basis will be something other than the Scriptural qualification. i.e. the minister that baptized me, the minister that I just happen to like, the minister who has charisma, the minister who is related to me, etc.

c. Therefore, the modern concept of a carnal Christian has not biblical warrant. For the modern day concept and the biblical concept are entirely different. 

3. “But what about the succeeding context? Does it not support the modern carnal Christian teaching?” 1Cor 3:10-15 (READ). “Does this passage not teach that there are Christians who do not have good works, but nonetheless, they will still be saved yet so as through fire?”
a. However, if you note carefully, Paul here is not speaking about Christians in general or good works in general. He is talking about ministers and ministerial work in particular. 

b. Who are the builders? And who is the building? The builders are the ministers and the building is the church. 1Cor 3:5-9 (READ). 

c. So what work then is Paul here particularly referring to? Not good works in general but ministerial work in particular.

d. So when Paul speaks of ministers building with “gold, silver, precious stones” he is referring to building the church with the right kind of materials – true believers. And when Paul speaks of ministers building with “wood, hay, straw” he is talking about ministers building with the wrong kind of materials – unbelieving. And in the Day of Judgment, what will God do? He will set the building on fire. If the building burns down because the ministers have built the church with the right kind of materials, then they will receive a reward. But if they have built with the wrong kind of materials, then they will suffer lost of rewards from their ministerial labors, although they themselves will still be saved. And why? Because they have not been wise builders like Paul. Only wise builders will be rewarded in the Day of Judgment.

e. Therefore, the passage does not support the modern carnal Christian teaching. That teaching is alien to the teachings of Scriptures.

4. Besides, what did Paul say the church at Corinth was to do with that brother in the church at Corinth who was guilty of immorality? What did Paul say the church should do to him? And why? 1Cor. 5:1-5. Paul commands the church the discipline the church that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

5. Therefore, let no one deceive you. “No holiness. No heaven.

IV. THE ESSENTIALLY OF THE DOCTRINE

A. I trust you are convinced that the Bible teaches the necessity of holiness. But the question that still needs to be addressed is this: Is this teaching an essential Christian teaching? Is it essential to the Christian faith? Yes.

B. The Key Text:  Jude 3-4
1. What particular error is Jude concern about when he urged believers to contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to God’s people? Indicated in the text is that it was the error of turning the grace of God as a license to sin, the error of denying, not in words but in deeds, the Lordship of the Lord Jesus. IOW, it was the teaching that since we are save by grace alone through faith alone, then we can continue living a life of sin and still be in heaven. It was the teaching that Christians can have Christ as their Savior and not as their Lord to obey, submit to, and follow.

2. And implied in the words of Jude is that to embrace that error is to destroy “the faith” once for all delivered to the people of God – and that’s why he urges Christians to contend earnestly for that faith. IOW: to deny the necessity of holiness is to destroy the Christian faith – for that teaching is essential to the faith. It is not a peripheral issue.

C. So this issue is essential to the faith. And to deny this teaching is to deny the faith. It is to be guilty of heresy.

V. CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS BASED ON OUR STUDY

A. Do not let anyone deceive you in this matter. Seek to uphold the biblical balance.

1. The Roman Catholic will tell you that since holiness is necessary, then eternal life is something you must merit by your obedience or holiness of life. No. That’s heresy.

2. But then many also who are professing evangelicals will say that since eternal life is a free gift, then you holiness is not really necessary in order to get to heaven. No. That’s also heresy. And let no one deceive you.

B. Not to extend the hand of Christian fellowship to anyone who deliberately insists that holiness is not necessary.

1. If a professing Christian is not clear on this issue, then instruct him/her about it. 

2. But the moments a person deliberately rejects the biblical teaching on this issue, then lovingly warn that person of denying the faith and do not extend the hand of Christian fellowship with that person.







